PLEA OF MERIT                              33

ment; yet I have found, by often rummaging for old books
in Little Britain and Duck-Lane, a great number of pamph-
lets printed from the year 1530l to 1640, full of as bold and
impious railing expressions, against the lawful power of the
Crown, and the order of bishops, as ever were uttered
during the Rebellion, or the whole subsequent tyranny of
that fanatic anarchy. However, I find it manifest, that
Puritanism did not erect itself into a new, separate species
of religion, till some time after the Rebellion began. For, in
the latter times of King James the First, and the former
part of his son, there were several Puritan bishops, and many
Puritan private clergymen; while people went, as their
inclinations led them, to hear preachers of each party
in the parish churches. For the Puritan clergy had
received Episcopal orders as well as the rest. But, soon
after the Rebellion broke out, the term Puritan gradually
dropped, and that of Presbyterian succeeded; which sect
was, in two or three years, established in all its forms,
by what they called an Ordinance of the Lords and Commons,
without consulting the King ; who was then at war against
his rebels. And, from this period the Church continued
under persecution, till monarchy was restored in the year
1660.

In a year or two after; we began to hear of a new party
risen, and growing in the Parliament, as well as the army ;
under the name of Independent: It spread, indeed some-
what more in the latter; but not equal with the Presby-
terians, either in weight or number, till the very time2 that
the King was murdered.

When the King, who was then a prisoner in the Isle of
Wight, had made his last concessions for a peace to the
Commissioners of the Parliament, who attended him there j
upon their return to London, they reported his Majesty's
answer to the House. Whereupon, a number of moderate
members, who, as Ludlow3 says, had secured their own

1  The original edition has 1630.    [T. S.]

2  Faulkner prints: " until some time before the King was murdered."
[T. S.]

3  Edmund Ludlow (1620 ?-i693) lieutenant-general of the Parliament-
ary army.   He was one of the judges of King Charles's trial, and who
signed the death-warrant.    He died at Vevay, in Switzerland, where
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